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DeSantis in the news

Pinellas County Urban League held their 42nd annual Equal Opportunity Day
fundraising gala Friday, Oct. 4 at the Tradewinds Island Grand Resort
where two county officials were honored.

42nd annual Equal
Opportunity Day Gala
BY ROGER K. CLENDENING
Staff Writer
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Legacy-56, Inc.

ST. PETE BEACH – Two
key county government officials were honored last Friday
night by the Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL) for
helping grow a stronger community and economic development climate throughout
Pinellas County during their
42nd annual Equal Opportunity
Day fundraising gala at the
Tradewinds Island Grand Resort.
Dr. Cynthia Johnson, senior
manager for Pinellas County
Economic Development and
center director for the Florida

Small Business Development
Center (FSBDC) at the county,
was saluted with the President’s Award.
As the FSBDC center director since 2010, Johnson has led
her team in assisting thousands of emerging and growing businesses, including sole
proprietorships and companies, by providing professional
expertise, business tools, and
information necessary to make
sound business decisions in an
ever-changing marketplace.
Pinellas County Commissioner Kenneth T. Welch, in addition to helping oversee the
county’s $2.4-billion budget and
has served as chair of the
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county’s Economic Development Council and Tourism Development Council, received
the 2019 Chairperson’s Award.
Welch, who represents District 7 in St. Petersburg, is the
Technology Manager for
Welch Accounting & Tax Services, a family-owned firm, and
is a former accounting, information technology and financial systems executive with
Florida Power Corporation
(now Duke Energy). His commission work has focused on
community and economic development, poverty reduction,
housing, transportation and
public safety.
See GALA, page 12
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Open letter to mayor
and city council

PTC’s Food System Center teaches
sustainable gardening
BY FRANK DROUZAS
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ST. PETERSBURG – Quietly
growing on the St. Petersburg
campus of Pinellas Technical
College (PTC) is a movement to
end food insecurity by teaching
sustainable gardening. The
Food System Center is offering
affordable, short courses to educate the public on how to grow
their own produce.
First conceptualized back in
2016, the former horticulture facility ran by instructor Greg
Charles fell flat after his passing.
Previous program coordinator
and facilities manager Nicole
Brand mapped out a strategic
plan for the space, and now the
area is sprouting with activity.
The center’s short courses
teach the public gardening skills
such as growing healthy foods in
the city and free composting
classes for beginners. With the
City of St. Petersburg offering
free compost bins, there’s no
cost to start returning valuable
nutrients to the soil to help main-

Carla Bristol, seen here with a culinary student,
heads up the Food System Center on the
St. Pete campus of Pinellas Technical College.
tain soil quality and fertility.
“It’s really a wonderful way
to start composting because it’s
a good-sized container,” said
Carla Bristol, who now oversees
the Food Systems Center.
Various instructors will teach
the courses such as Bill
Bilodeau, owner of Earthsong
Gardens. Currently, he’s teaching an urban farming class that
covers topics such as creating
fertile soil, harvesting and edible
landscaping.
Courses can range from a

few hours to eight-weeks long.
The goal for the future is to offer
more comprehensive training.
Bristol is a collaboration
manager not only for the Food
System Center at PTC but also
for the Youth Farm, a collective
impact partnership with the City
of St. Petersburg, Foundation for
a Healthy St. Pete, Pinellas
County Schools and others.
Located behind the Enoch
Davis Center and slated to open
in the spring, the Youth Farm

Deborah Figgs-Sanders
BY ROGER K. CLENDENING
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Profiling
Deborah Figgs-Sanders, one of
two remaining candidates seeking
election to the City Council District 5 seat Nov. 5, means an outlining, shaping, silhouetting,
contouring and maybe a side view
of the who, what, where, when
and why of this blossoming
leader.
Figgs-Sanders is married, a
mother, grandmother, a scholar
and a businesswoman who holds
a master’s degree in business administration and graduated magna
cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in computer information systems both from Florida A & M
University.
She and her husband, Daniel
Sanders, are partners in the family-owned business Supreme Heating & Cooling Inc., and she is also
the president of Personal Agenda
LLC, a program management and
consulting company.
The candidate touts her more
than 30 years of corporate and social services experience, which include seven years as the executive
director of the Childs Park
YMCA.
Because Figgs-Sanders is a
candidate for an office through
which she will wield power and
control over the city’s government, and it’s $717-million budget
as of Oct. 1, we felt it important for
her prospective constituents to
know what she sees as key challenges city government will face,
how she proposes facing them
and why what she proposes will
be most effective.
So, we asked Figgs-Sanders, a
mayoral appointee to the Citizens
Advisory Committee of the Community Redevelopment Area and
a member of the St. Petersburg
Civilian Police Review Committee,
what and why, for her, are the top
three challenges the city faces,
and how does she propose to resolve them.
“My number one, main issue,
not only for St. Petersburg but nationwide, is limited workforce and
affordable housing, especially for
those earning less than $27 per
hour,” she said.
“That includes our teachers,
police officers, city staff, healthcare workers and service industry
staff, which is why I will continue
to support city initiatives currently

See FOOD, page 8
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FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE
HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH, President

Affirmative
Action
began under President
Lyndon Johnson as a way
of ending the civil rights
struggle of the 1960s by
providing employment
and educational opportunities for black Americans
while, at the same time,
the Civil Rights Act of
1964 attempted to end
legal racial discrimination.
With the passage of
the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the federal government began to institute Affirmative Action for the
benefit of those previously
discriminated against. It
was the beginning of a different future for black
Americans.
It can accurately be
said the evolution of black
civil rights began with the
assault on segregation in
the opinion of Brown vs.
Board of Education of
Topeka Kansas in 1954.
This court case was
waged primarily by black
Attorney Thurgood Marshall, aided by Charles
White and Charles Hamilton Huston, on behalf of
black public school students and the NAACP.
By the time the opinion was issued, Marshall
had been the NAACP's
chief attorney since 1938,
a period of more than 16
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years. During this time,
he fought against racial injustice all over the South
and the Border States.
His work culminated
in Chief Justice Earl Warren's Supreme Court's
opinion in Brown. This
unanimous decision effectively was the death knell
of lawful racial discrimination in our nation's public
schools.
Yet, this short opinion,
containing few outstanding phrases and consisting
of only 11 pages, changed
the course of history and
race relations in America.
This momentous decision
was indeed the beginning
of the end of Jim Crow
laws and Black Codes.
Needless to say, the white
South erupted in anger
and defiance.
In
Brown,
the
Supreme Court stated:
“Today, education is
perhaps the most important function of state and
local governments. Compulsory school attendance
laws and the great expenditures for education both
demonstrate our recognition of the importance of
education to our democratic society. It is required in the performance
of our most basic public
responsibilities,
even
service in the armed
forces. It is the very foundation of good citizenship… In these days, it is

doubtful that any child
may reasonably be expected to succeed in life if
he is denied the opportunity of an education…"
There were actually
two Brown decisions:
Brown I in 1954 (cited
above), and Brown II in
1955. In Brown II, the
Supreme Court unanimously declared desegregation must occur "with
all deliberate speed."
However, it never really
defined exactly what that
meant.
Meanwhile, between
1964 and 1970, many institutions of higher learning
had begun to implement
Affirmative Action plans
to integrate their student
bodies. Some private institutions began even earlier.
Primarily, these plans
used several methods to
ensure their student bodies would be integrated, at
least in the western, central and northern parts of
the United States and the
east coast Ivy League and
its Seven Sister colleges,
all private institutions.
Many new admission
plans were put into effect,
and many more black students were afforded the
opportunity to attend the
best, most elite, and
highly regarded academic
institutions in the country
because of these plans.
The plans made space
for the most academically

Affirmative Action is
on life support
talented black students,
not much, but some space
was cleared for black students through Affirmative
Action plans. The question always inflamed segregationist academics,
who falsely claimed academic standards were
lowered in order to bring
in these black students.
In fact, only the very
best were admitted, and
their admission begged
the question: Why was Affirmative Action needed?
I was certainly one of
these students, and I
know from experience
that anyone of us would
have succeeded anywhere. Affirmative Action
permitted "race" to be
taken into account for the
process of admission to
college and graduate
school.
Then came Bakke vs.
University of California, at
Davis, which launched a
full-fledged assault on Affirmative Action in 1977.
The Supreme Court issued a split opinion, finding the Affirmative Action
plan at the University of
California at Davis unconstitutional because it provided a specific number of
seats for minority students.
However, at the same
time, the Supreme Court
upheld the use of race as
criterion for admission.
Since Bakke, Affirmative

Action plans have continually been under assault in
the federal courts.
The latest version has
the most unlikely of adversaries: Asian American
plaintiffs, pitting themselves against black Americans in an affirmative
action case against Harvard University's admissions program.
The plaintiff is an antiaffirmative-action group,
Students for Fair Admissions (SFFA). This case
essentially argues that
Harvard University discriminates against Asian
Americans because it limits the number of these
students who qualified for
admission, thereby benefitting black Americans.
Harvard
argued,
among other things, that
its admissions criteria did
not discriminate against
any student population,
and that they simply
wanted a diverse student

body, not simply an Asian
one. Fortunately, Harvard prevailed in federal
court, but just barely.
The SFFA case was
heard in Boston's federal
courthouse by U.S. District Judge Allison Burroughs. In a recent public
statement, following the
court's decision, Harvard
President Lawrence S.
Bacow said, "Today we
reaffirm the importance
of diversity — and everything it represents to the
world."
The plaintiffs have
vowed to appeal the lower
court's decision to the
United States Supreme
Court.
Attorney
Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life and
History, Inc.

NOTICE

SICKLE CELL DISEASE
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS RFP #19-012

ST. PETERSBURG CHAPTER
P. O. Box 14141, St. Petersburg, Florida 33733
Office: 727-896-2355 - Direct 727 515-8335
Email: stpetesicklecell@verizon.net
Web Site:www.sicklecellstpete.org

EXECUTIVE SEARCH FIRM SERVICES
The St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA), St. Petersburg,
FL, is seeking proposals from qualified, responsible
companies/individuals to provide Executive Search Firm Services for recruitment of a new Chief Executive Officer, in accordance with the requirements of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
There is no pre-proposal conference scheduled. Deadline for
questions is 3:00 p.m. on Monday, October 28, 2019.
Proposals are due by 3:00 p.m. Thursday, November 7, 2019.
Document packages will be available online at
www.stpeteha.org, under “Doing Business” on SPHA’s website.
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Job Opening: Community Outreach Coordinator
Part-Time Position 30 hours/week $15/Hr
Qualifications: Graduate from a four year college or university with major
course work either in sociology, psychology, health care education, nursing
or equivalent professional experience. Experience providing community
outreach, professional counseling, and public speaking. Computer skills
and knowledge using Microsoft Office Programs
Job Description: To provide community outreach educational programs in
South Pinellas County to the general public, health care professionals, at
schools, community clinics, civic and professional organizations. Also a
minimum of two presentations in Manatee County. Assist in coordinating
other activities such as health fairs and support groups.

Submit Resumes to: stpetesicklecell@verizon.net
Equal Opportunity Employer

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

1-2
6-5
5-4

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Advertising

RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!

Name:____________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________________
Phone No:_________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ____ (or) Renewal ____ Date: _________ Amount Paid: $_________ Cash Check
Comments: _______________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to:The Weekly Challenger, P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

Advertising Dept. 727-896-2922
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 51 • Number 51
Published Thursday,
October 10, 2019
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

DeSantis leads Trump defense
fund and mystery clouds voter
registration website shutdown
TALLAHASSEE —
Governor Ron DeSantis
announced the launch of
the “Presidential Protection Fund” designed to
raise money to fight the
impeachment of President Donald Trump. In
an unusually partisan
move, DeSantis has
moved himself out of the
Republican
Governor
mode to the Florida Governor, who will use his
bully pulpit to raise
money to defend an unpopular president.
DeSantis says Democrats are “scared to
death that Americans will
support President Donald Trump in 2020.” He is
sending out fundraising
emails in support of a
Trump defense fund.
But polls show that
Trump has dropped 22
points in Florida since
elected in 2016. He has
lost his huge lead among
Floridians and struggles
to regain that 20 points
critical to his winning the
White House.
A clear majority of
Americans want the impeachment inquiry and
Trump’s removal to
move forward. A deeper
look into the polls shows
that Americans are exhausted by Trumps’ erratic and unhinged
behavior that has failed
to resolve issues.
Meanwhile, a few
days before a national

voter registration hotline
mobilization effort was to
begin, the state shut
down the website. The
Florida Democratic Party
immediately cried foul.
“Governor Ron DeSantis knows that the
Florida Democratic Party
strategy of registering
and turning out voters
will result in victory in
2020,” said Terrie Rizzo,
chairwoman
of
the
Florida
Democratic
Party. “Shuttering the online voter registration site
for ‘maintenance’ as we
kick off our largest voter
registration week is the
latest act of voter suppression from a governor
who has doubled down
on voter suppression tactics during his short
tenure.”
The Sunday before
the national voter registration hotline mobilization was to begin, the
website was shut down
for maintenance, according to DeSantis’s Division
of Elections. “The Division of Elections is conducting
routine
maintenance. We apologize for any inconvenience and appreciate
your patience,” the site
said.
Floridians
who
wanted to register could
download an application
form or contact their
county supervisor of
elections, it said. But
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Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

When she claimed her strength

Opinion leads warn
DeSantis about going
too far in defending
Trump, saying it will
ruin his political
career.
within hours of complaints from Democrats,
the website was restored.
The Democrats say
DeSantis has a distinct
record of voter suppression during his short
time in office and is currently trying to keep nonviolent
felons
from
registering to vote as dictated by the passage of
Amendment 4.
DeSantis is also trying to thwart funding efforts for ballot initiatives
that have become popular ways to change the
constitution when the Republican-controlled legislature fails to act.
For voter assistance,
call the Voter Protection
Hotline at (833) VOTEFLA or (833) 868-3352.

W E E NCOURAGE
L ETTERS TO THE E DITOR !

Some so many children are dealing
with inconceivable situations at home –
issues that are not discussed. Some are
cheered when he scores a touchdown,
but are we cheering for her when she
earns an “A”? What are we losing in the
long run when a child limits her mind for
short term inclusion?
Meet Melissa Arnette “Missy” Elliott,
a rapper, songwriter, record producer,
and singer. According to Billboard in
2017, Elliott is the best-selling female rapper in Nielsen Music history. She has
won five Grammy Awards and made history in 2019 when she became the first female rapper to be inducted into the
Songwriters Hall of Fame.
That same year, she made history
again when she became the first female
rapper to receive the MTV VMAs
Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award
for her impact on the music video landscape. Elliott was born July 1, 1971, in
Portsmouth, Va.
In addition to the hit songs she made
for herself, Elliott has worked on musical
projects with numerous chart-toppers
like Whitney Houston, Janet Jackson, Da
Brat, SWV, Destiny’s Child, Monica, and
Mariah Carey to name a few. Her talent is
undeniable, yet her childhood circumstances could have easily prevented the
world from ever knowing her name.
Upon reflection, Elliott has stated that
she was a class clown. For a while, she
was not convinced that she would be
taken seriously. School board her, but she
liked to attend to be with her friends. It
would not have been surprising if she
would have bought into a conventional
narrative that those who look like her
would not amount to anything. Instead,
Elliott scored above average on IQ tests.
As a result, she was promoted two grade
levels. Interestingly, Elliott did not perform well in her new classes.
What would cause a child to intentionally not perform well in school after being
promoted? In Elliott’s case, she felt isolated. She missed her friends.
To better understand, you must consider that as a child, Elliott lived in fear.
She has stated that her father beat her

mother almost every day. According to
her, one day, he held them at gunpoint.
Can you imagine her fear and the effects
that could have on her psyche?
For years, Elliott thought that her father would kill her mother. Finally, when
Elliott was 14, her mother got enough
courage to leave her husband. Elliott has
stated that through her mother’s strength
to leave, she found our own strength. She
would need to rely on that strength to pursue her professional goals.
Elliott was not always welcomed in
the music industry. It was thought that
she did not have the right “look.” She
maintained focus on increasing her networks and developing her craft. When
she helped to write a hit for Aaliyah, she
began to receive offers from those who
once rejected her.
Understanding the value of her creativity and knowing that she needed the
freedom of innovation to produce her
best work, Elliott eventually signed a deal
with Elektra, which included her own
label with full creative control.
Elliott’s musical and philanthropic
marks are all over the world. She is who
she is, and she has been able to be so instrumental in the musical arena because
she has had the courage to stand in her
truth, and in the truth of her talents.
When Elliott claimed her strength, she
was confident that through hard work,
she would obtain the possibility of a better
future. After all, she knew she had conquered the realities of hardship from her
past. Elliott is “Supa Dupa Fly.”
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Deborah Figgs-Sanders: A profile
PROFILE, from front page

implemented to address
our housing crisis,” said
the candidate.
One initiative being
supported, she noted, is
the Pinellas Ex-Offender
Re-Entry Coalition’s Tiny
Homes project that provides dwellings for the
homeless, struggling veterans and young adults
wanting other housing options.
The Tiny Homes project also provides construction trade skills for
individuals with felony
backgrounds
seeking
gainful employment.
Accessory dwelling
units are also tiny homes
that may be built on a
property with an existing
single-family home that
not only provides more
housing but additional
household income, she
explained.
Figgs-Sanders
said
that other viable incentivized options offered by
the city that she supports
are reducing the minimum unit size (square
feet) required for multifamily dwelling units, reducing the minimum
number of parking spaces
required for multi-family
dwelling
units,
and
amending design standards for certified affordable
and
workforce
housing units, to name
just a few.
Figgs-Sanders added
that she would like to introduce
recommendations to provide more
multi-family construction
and rehabilitations. However, density and height
should be limited in
zoned residential neighborhoods to maintain the
character of the community.

“I would also look at
additional dollars to support proven housing nonprofits that assist with
homeownership so that
more residents can qualify should the opportunity
for homeownership become available.
“I would also like to
provide assistance to
those who inherit a home
due to the death of the
homeowner, but the
home has outstanding
liens that discourage the
benefactor from retaining
the property. I would not
expect loan forgiveness,
but affordable repayment
options that would keep
the property within the
lineage,” she maintains.
Affordable repayment
options could alleviate
home foreclosures due to
abandonment leading to
the
construction
of
higher-priced homes in
traditionally low-income
communities,
FiggsSanders contends. If a developer does purchase
city-owned land, the city
will provide it at a price
that allows them to be affordable homes.
Another suggestion
would be more affordable, larger multi-family
complexes that can keep
costs (and rents) lower
due to the economies of
scale with constructing
and maintaining higher
density units.
Multi-family units also
have the potential to
lower transportation costs
when located on transit
corridors as well as increase the purchasing
power of a neighborhood
to sustain local businesses.
Increasing the availability and quality of

multi-family units would
help housing issues for
south St. Petersburg
renters. Recognizing limited land availability, she
feels the city should also
take a more aggressive
stance on multi-family
construction, decreasing
the effect of NIMBY-ism
(not in my back yard).
She understands no location would be perfect,
but the units should be
close to transit and business, conveniently located
to meet living necessities.
Considering that affordable housing is a national
crisis, it would be quite an
accomplishment for St.
Petersburg being the
model for other cities to
follow.
Issue number two
Figgs-Sanders wants
to tackle the city’s aging
infrastructure, namely the
sewer system.
“Many residents may
not see the benefit of the
dollars spent on infrastructure because the results are beyond sight
until the structure is
tested,” she explained,
adding that St. Petersburg
“as well as other coastal
communities, will experience flooding issues if for
no other reason than that
they are low sea-level
communities and the fact
that we are surrounded
by water on every side.”
The
key,
FiggsSanders maintains, will be
to implement long-range
planning for the treatment
facility to handle runoff
from the growth of our
coastal communities and
rising sea levels.
The increasing land
designated as Coastal
High Hazard Area (41
percent) accelerates the

city’s need to more aggressively address flooding and the need for
additional tanks to capture rejected overflow.
This would also help with
preparation for hurricane
season, says the candidate.
“I would also like to
find solutions to assist
homeowners with leaking
lateral lines. City funds
cannot be used for private
property maintenance.
The benefit to lateral line
replacement would alleviate soil contamination; reduce sewage spillage and
the threat from public
safety hazards.”
tMore transportation
options, routes and availability are needed for a
more productive and mobile city, which is why she
says she supports bringing “premium” transit to
St. Petersburg.
These options should
conveniently serve the
working population that
cannot afford automobiles
while helping reduce vehicle emissions that have
drastically impacted the
quality of life and property values in the neighborhoods most impacted.
“I fully support the
Bus Rapid Transit Plan
and the current set-aside
of $4 million from St. Petersburg to support the
plan. Larger cities such as
Indianapolis, Charlotte, N.
C., and Seattle have all
embraced public transportation and have reaped
the rewards by demonstrating growth in their
economy,” she noted.
“The ability for Pinellas County to decrease its
carbon footprint by utilizing public transportation
versus personal automo-

bile use is a wonderful addition to the current models geared towards the
effects of climate change.
The current BRT plan is
expected to remove 2,000
cars off the road,” she
concluded.
The Challenger asked
Figgs-Sanders about reparations, an issue put forth
by a growing number of
African-Americans nationwide.
“The idea of economic
amends for past injustices
and persistent disparities
has been heard loud and
clear during this city
council
campaign
process. However, there
are two things that I have
not heard to bring
process or resolution.
First, who would benefit?

Who would administer?
And what would determine eligibility?
“Just as injustices and
disparities can come in
various forms, so can
reparations. Since the future use of Tropicana
Field has been the main
topic for reparations revenue because of the
promises made due to
homes, businesses and
economies loss of once vibrant, thriving black communities.
But,
if
reparations are vital to our
community, why settle on
the 85 acres? Why wouldn’t we expect more? The
conversation is worth having, and I look forward to
taking part.”
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Enrollment opportunities
at Pinellas County Job Corps
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County Job
Corps Center has immediate openings for individuals seeking FREE
career training in the nation’s leading industries,
including construction
and healthcare.
Offered by the U.S.
Department of Labor,
Job Corps is the largest
nationwide residential career technical training
and education program
in the country and has
been operating for more
than 50 years.
The program helps eligible young people ages
16 through 24 complete
their high school education, earn college credits,
train for meaningful careers, and connect with
employment, apprenticeship, military or higher
education opportunities.
Job Corps centers
also provide on-campus
housing, nutritious meal
options, basic medical
care, uniforms and class
supplies, and enrichment
and recreation activities.
“The basic eligibility
requirements for entering Job Corps are simple,” said Debra Carr,
acting national director
of Job Corps. “The applicant must be 16 through
24 years of age, have a
low income, and have educational and employ-

CONNECT WITH US!

ment barriers or deficits.
The program strongly
encourages any individuals who meet these requirements and are
seeking opportunities to
further their education
and career pathway, to
learn more about the
many benefits Job Corps
offers.”
Job Corps is an openentry and open-exit program that accepts new
students every week. To
obtain additional information about the specific
training programs and
educational opportuni-

ties offered at the Pinellas County Job Corps
Center, please visit jobcorps.gov, or call (800)
733-JOBS.
About Job Corps
Job Corps is a federal
career technical training
and education program
for young people who aspire to higher-paying careers
and
higher
education. With 123 residential and nonresidential locations nationwide,
training is available in the
nation’s fastest-growing
industries to eligible 1624-year-olds.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019

5

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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Legacy-56, Inc. presents second annual Sankofa Series
ST. PETERSBURG —
Legacy-56, Inc. will celebrate the work and passion of St. Petersburg
native Dr. Cyd Campbell,
board-certified pediatrician, who specializes in
behavioral and developmental pediatrics, Friday,
Oct 18 and Saturday, Oct.
19 at Eckerd College.
Dr. Campbell currently practices in Springfield, Md., and has
leveraged her platform of
medical knowledge and
passion for successfully
addressing quality improvements for special
needs populations and the
behavioral health system
of care.
On day one of the
Sankofa Series, Legacy56, Inc. offers a Sankofa
Symposium titled Reclaiming the Genius in All
Children. This symposium will include a panel
of multi-disciplinary community experts to speak
comprehensively on the
challenges, opportunities
and resources available to
address solutions for families supporting children
diagnosed with behavioral
health issues or otherwise
labeled.
This is a great event
for parents, teachers and
healthcare providers of
the village of support systems to come join the
learning and discussions,
as well as participate in

the question and answer
segment of the symposium, according to Loretta
Calvin, vice-chair of the
board for Legacy-56. A
light meal will be available
for participants.
“Knowledge is power,
and having experts on
hand to help clarify the solutions is invaluable as we
hear the hearts of the
community,” said Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall, symposium moderator and
board chair of Legacy-56.
“We have assembled
experts
representing
Pinellas County Schools,
behavioral health, the
faith community and parents of children with special needs to discuss best
practices for our community. Our goal is to be inclusive and proactive with
all children!”
Day two presents The
Journey Home, a familyfriendly event, where
Legacy-56 will honor and
celebrate Dr. Campbell,
the 2019 honoree, as well
as the contributions of
past, present and future
healthcare providers in St.
Petersburg.
“We have some exciting things planned for the
evening, and hope that the
community will show up
and show great love to Dr.
Campbell, who completed
her foundation education
locally as a graduate of
Lakewood High School,”

Cyd Campbell
said Calvin.
There is no cost to attend the Sankofa Series;
however, seating is limited, and registration is required. To register, visit
the 2019 Sankofa Series
on Eventbrite.com.
About Legacy-56,
Inc.
Legacy-56, Inc. is a
501c3 organization whose
mission is to remember,
reclaim, restore and realize our community’s culture and spirit as we
promote equity and build
for eternity.
The Sankofa series
honors African Americans
from the St. Petersburg
Bay area with proven success in their professions
to serve as positive role
models, and whose careers and legacies encourage others to become
active in community service for future development
of all citizens and especially African-American
youth.
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Young good Samaritans
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
There are still Good
Samaritans in this community, and many of them are
yet learning. There are
those who see a need and
have a heart to serve people. Mt. Zion Christian
Academy (MZCA) students are taught the lesson of it being more
blessed to give than to receive.
By now, most people in
the country are aware of
the catastrophic disaster in
the Bahamas. Hurricane
Dorian, regarded as the

worst natural disaster in
the country’s history,
struck the island nation.
Most structures were
flattened or swept off into
the sea, and at least 70,000
people were left homeless.
Thousands of homes were
reported destroyed, and at
least 58 deaths recorded.
The exact death toll is
unknown,
but
news
sources in the Bahamas
suggested that it will likely
be significantly higher.
Helping others is a
daily task and lesson
taught at MZCA. Picking
up a book for someone,
helping someone tie a

shoe, cheering for another
student who has done well
are all small ways that the
students learn to be caring
and responsible adults.
After hearing Hurricane Dorian ravaged the
Bahamas, the students
wanted to reach beyond
the classroom. They
wanted to get involved.
The students launched
a relief help drive collecting care packages to send
to the devasted families in
the Bahamas. The teachers, students and their parents donated washcloths,
soap, hand sanitizers, undergarments,
tooth-

brushes, toothpaste and
several other personal
items.
“Even if a student
could not donate, he or
she could still make a difference through preparation and well wishes,” said
Franca Sheehy, principal
at MZCA. “What good is it
if someone claims to have
faith but has no deeds?
Faith, by itself is not
enough. If it is not accompanied by action, it is
dead.”
Each student prepared
their care package in a
pencil box with a personal
note to the recipient to let

them know that they have
not been forgotten. The
packages were taken to a
Bahama relief drop-off at
Bob’s Carpet and Flooring
to be shipped to the Bahamas.
The students felt empowered by their actions;
however, they maintained
a sense of humility, seeming to realize that it could
have happened to them.
They were pleased by
being able to touch the
lives of children in another
part of the world in a helpful and positive way.
Students helping other
students is a way to teach

that giving without wanting anything in return can
be powerful and rewarding.
Taking heed to the stories they learn in school —
lessons from the Good
Samaritan and having a
caring heart and desire to
make a difference — will
push students at MZCA to
be the leaders that every
community
needs.
Through their actions,
they were keeping their
faith and feeling blessed.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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Open letter to the mayor
and city council
I had the opportunity
to attend the recent city
council, as well as Public
Arts Commission (PAC)
meetings when this future project regarding
the Courageous 12 was
discussed. It appears
there is an agreement to
move forward to evaluate
an art monument for
these 12 police officers,
perhaps near and outside
the new police station.
The PAC on Tuesday,
Oct.1 indicated they
wished to appropriate
$100,000.00 in funds to
begin the evaluation
process. I have taken the
opportunity to research
the men and their lawsuit, which was important in fighting racism
and injustice of the mid1960s.
I read the Feb. 2,
2016, article in The
Weekly Challenger. These
men put a lot on the line
with their lawsuit, and for
their courage and perseverance, there were
changes to the law not
only for St. Petersburg
but also for the United
States.
It is good the city is
looking to go beyond the
new plaque to recognize
these outstanding citi-

zens of our community. I
might suggest that the
city provide public funds
of $1.5 million to go along
with other art and private
donations to accomplish
this project.
This may seem like a
large amount of money
but is actually under $6
per citizen in St. Petersburg. This monument
can be an artistic representation of the struggle
of not only these men
and their community but
their triumph over an unjust and hurtful system of
laws and behavior.
These 12 police officers had assistance from
their families and community. Attorney James
B. Sanderlin brought the
lawsuit, and the NAACP
assisted with the successful appeal. With this in
mind, using the $100,000
initial funds from the
PAC, we might consider
each person and entity as
a key component, with a
total of 15 parts.
Thus, we again arrive
at the sum of $1.5 million
of public funds. This is
not unreasonable as
there is a new statue of
Elder Jordan Sr. for the
city, and at the meeting of
PAC on Oct. 1, there had
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Doug Land
been an active continuing
discussion of buying four
benches downtown from
the artist for $120,000.It
appears this is not going
to occur now as the
money has been set aside
for this project.
I will also bring up the
signature art from Janet
Echelman for downtown
as part of the new pier
project. My research indicates the city had allowed $1.5 million for the
infrastructure for the art,
and the rest of the money
is from the PAC and private donors.
The city also directly
contacted the artist and
worked out the contract
and project. It is my understanding that several
additional artists with art

The New Yo
York Times calledd “The View” thee
most important political TV show in Amerrica.
Join Poynter for a communnity connversatioon
with the woman behind it all: exeecutive
producer Candi Carter.
Katie Sanders, managing editor
of PolitiFact, will interview Carter
about the power of a majority-ffeem
male
audience, how to moderate autheentic
debate between political parties, and
why “The View” might change the
2020 election.

WHERE:

WHEN:

TICKETS:

The Poynter Institute
801 Third St. S.
St. Petersburg

Sunday,y, October 13
5:30 p.m. VIP Reception
7:30 p.m. Conversation

$100 VIP Reception & Conversation
$25 Conversation Only

GET TICKETS NOW. Poynter.org/TheView

See LETTER, page 9
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Food System Center at PTC offers low cost gardening classes
FOOD, from front page

will teach young people
gardening, irrigation, cooking and business skills.
Bristol said what the
kids learn there can spark
an interest in their parents
about growing food — and
they can, in turn, take
courses themselves at PTC.
“At the Youth Farm,
we’re dealing with young
people, and we’re dealing
with their families,” she
said. “What if the young
person comes home and
says to mom or dad that
they’re learning about
growing healthy food,
they’re learning about
cooking? Where can the
parent then go? So, the
idea is the parent can then
come here.”
The Youth Farm encompasses .83 acres of land
and is still in the planning
stages, but in the meantime, the youths can start
growing food at the Food
System Center.
“Let’s say they want to
start a salsa business,” Bristol said. “Then Chef Corey
and the school would sup-

port them in how to cultivate that product that they
want people to try.”
Culinary arts instructor
Corey Ryan came to PTC
almost a year ago and immediately saw what his
predecessors failed to see:
the potential to incorporate
the benefits of the property
into the culinary program.
“My idea was to go
farm-to-table,” Ryan said.
“To teach that from the
ground up; to teach them
how to grow their own
herbs and greens. Start
with that and then get into
more advanced gardening.”
Since Ryan’s arrival, all
the organic food scraps
used in the kitchen are not
put into the trash, but into
the compost piles on the
property, he said, then covered with mulch in layers.
“Then we use the compost — we call it ‘black
gold’ because it’s perfect
as fertilizer — we put that
into our garden beds,”
Ryan explained.
The culinary students
plant, grow and harvest

produce to take back into
the kitchen and prepare for
the public.
Planting and growing
food on the property is not
actually on the curriculum,
Ryan noted, but students
do it on a volunteer basis.
He expects the first crops
of this season in less than
two months.
Last year the garden
yielded a variety of products such as kale, basil,
peppers, beans, citrus and
blueberries.
“It’s all organic out
there,” Ryan pointed out.
“We don’t use anything
that’s chemically or synthetically made.”
Pests and critters can
always pose a problem to
any garden, but a healthy
soil structure will lead to
vigorous plants that are
disease and pest resistant,
Ryan said. The garden
contains no chemicals, but
neem oil is sprayed to help
deter insects.
The Food System Center site is a certified farm,
Bristol said, which allows

the college to grow and sell
food to the school system
and provides food for local
festivals as well.
Concerning food insecurity in certain areas of
the city, Bristol feels that
people should not have to
go without fresh produce
because there are no large
grocery stores in their "My idea was to go farm-to-table," Professional
vicinity.
Culinary Arts & Hospitality instructor Corey Ryan
“The reality is that peosaid. "To teach that from the ground up; to teach
ple will eat food that they
grow. If you grow it, you’re them how to grow their own herbs and greens.”
likely to try it, you’re likely structors as short, contin- not articulate or grant
to eat it, you’re likely to uing workforce develop- credit toward Pinellas
cook with it, and you’re ment courses that provide Technical College’s prolikely to tell other people a portion of the state-ap- gram level courses.
to try it.”
proved curriculum.
For more information
Ryan said when it
Due to the abbreviated on PTC and course offercomes to plant propaga- nature, these courses do ings, visit myptc.edu.
tion and growing your own
food, there is indeed such
a thing as a free lunch.
“If we can teach a kid
that,” he said, “that’s such
a freeing thing, a door for
them to open, and they’ll
do it for their whole life.”
Short and evening
courses offered at PTC
are high-quality courseware developed by in-

Bill Bilodeau, owner of Earthsong Gardens, is
seen here instructing his short-course students
on the benefits of urban farming.
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Open letter to the mayor and city council
LETTER, from page 7

on the new pier will also
be
receiving
about
$480,000.
It seems the city has
the ability to raise money
for the arts and projects
when necessary. Mayor
Kriseman mentioned both
the Elder Jordan statue
and the “beautiful plaque”
in his Oct. 1 “Tuesday Afternoon Thoughts” on
Facebook. He mentions
there is now a community
conversation about creating a monument in addition to the plaque.
Echelman indicates
her colorful outdoor art
called Bending Arc is
about inclusion, “embracing everyone to come to
this place.” The total cost
of her art may exceed $3
million.
An artistic monument
for these 12 officers and
those who assisted them
is for actual accomplish-

ment
and
hard-won
change. With the city emphasis on the arts and
these new pier projects, I
believe the community
deserves and needs a
project by a world-class
artist.
I might suggest contacting several wellknown and successful
artists about a monument.
Kehinde Wiley just placed
a large statue in Times
Square in New York City
called Rumors of War.
This is his first significant
piece since painting the
portrait of President
Obama.
Well-known artist Kara
Walker in 2017, created
The Katastwof Karavan.
Rashid Johnson’s art is
often about time and history. An example is Antoine’s Organ in 2016. St.
Petersburg is well-known
now for its art community,

and this could be an excellent addition to our city.
There was an article in
the HuffPost by John Gascot dated Jan. 11, 2018, titled “Everyone’s a Critic:
Investing in Public Art.”
Bob Devin Jones, who is a
public art commissioner,
director of Studio @620
and active in the local arts
community, was quoted
discussing the investment
for the Janet Echelman
art with “The price is actually quite fair for a major
iconic piece such as this.”
Jones further states:
“If we acquire this sculpture the tide will raise all
the boats. This piece will
cement internationally
our place in the art
world.”
The city is now recognized for its art, and the
monument and recognition for these outstanding
police officers should be

reflected in artistic representation.
At the candidate
forum last month, there
was a question to the five
candidates
attending
about reparations. One
current candidate, Eritha
Akile Cainion for District
7, has often brought this
up. This memorial will not
be about financial reparations, but I believe it can
show how we value and
respect the accomplishments of all of our citizens
through our city history.
Great people succeeding at important moments
in history deserve fine
monuments. An outstanding piece of art can educate, honor and inspire. I
might suggest that all the
elected and appointed
leaders of our city, as well
as the PAC members,
should consider this proposal and go on record

with their thoughts.
This might begin the
discussion and conversation with any committee
that is formed to consider
this art monument project
for development. It might
also assist in improvements to the city’s black
history trail. Issues were
noted about the decline of
this history trail in a
Tampa Bay Times discussion with Gwen Reese on
Oct. 1.
I often attend PAC
meetings, including subcommittees, and am often
about the only member of
the public there. On Oct.
1, I saw the power of
about two dozen members of the public in attendance
supporting
a
monument to the Courageous 12.
Some spoke, including
Senator Darryl Rouson
and Terri Lipsey Scott, di-

rector of the Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum. I saw City
Council members Ed
Montanari
and
Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman in the
audience. Councilmember Gina Driscoll was onstage with the PAC and
spoke well of the project,
encouraging the committee to move forward.
It is good to see the
ability of a dedicated group
of citizens to assist in getting this project started.
The city council and PAC
seem solidly behind this
project, which can be outstanding with a public and
private partnership.
Douglas Land
Information about these
projects is primarily based
on articles I have read from
the Patch, Tampa Bay
Times and Tampa Bay
Business Journal.
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First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark M. B. Church
celebrates its 88th Church
Anniversary!
This year’s theme: God’s
Grace. Scripture: Hebrews:
4:16
This year the church at
St. Mark marks another year
of blessing from God who
has sustained His church for
88 years! We extend an invitation to our friends, family
and the community to join us
for this great celebration
during our nightly services,
October 16 – October 18, at
7:00 p.m. each night.
Joining in the celebration
on Wednesday, October 16
will be the New Jerusalem
M.B. Church family with
their pastor, Rev. Troy

Adams. On Thursday, October 17 the Highland M.B.
Church family of Tampa and
their pastor, Rev. Julius
Wynn and on Friday, October 18, the Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church family
and their pastor Elder
Cedrick L. Williams will
close out the nightly services. We’re looking forward
to each night of praise and
thanksgiving to our God for
His Grace on St. Mark for 88
years.
We will continue celebrating on Saturday, October
19 with a cookout on the
grounds beginning at 11:00.
Along with the best food in
St. Petersburg, there will be
lots of fun, games and prizes

Pastor’s Corner
for every age. The celebration will close out on Sunday,
October 20 at 4:00 p.m. with
Dr. Wayne Thompson and
family of First Baptist Institutional.
Praise God for 88 Years!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Bethel Community Baptist Church
Bethel Community Baptist Church is celebrating its
96th Anniversary. From its
humble christian begins in
1923 as Georgia Baptist to
Second Bethel to now Bethel
Community, this institution
continues to be a beacon of
hope in the community on
the foundation of Jesus Christ
our Lord.
The month of October is
church anniversary recognition which began with Communion Sunday, October 6 at

10 am with a profound message from the pastor,
Dr.Manuel L. Sykes, on “People and Purpose”, Matthew
18;18-20.
The Anniversary Schedules Continues as follows:
Wednesday, October 9,
7:00 “Wednesday To Remember” Dr, Wayne G, Thompson, First Baptist Institutional
Sunday, October 13,
10:00
“Pink
Sunday”
Breast/Caner Awareness,
Minister Patricia McClendon,

Bethel Community
Sunday, October 20,
10:00 “Anniversary Sunday”,
Pastor Byron Hodge,Greater
St. Mary’s, St. Augustine, Fl
Sunday, October 27,
10:00 “Family & Friends
Day”,Dr, Manuel L. Sykes,
Guest Musician Antwaun
Cooks, Experience Christian
Center, Orlando,Fl.
You are invited to worship with us,our doors are always open and we welcome
you to our services.

First Mt. Zion MBC
The First Mount Zion
Missionary Baptist Church
family would like to cordially
invite you to join us as we celebrate our annual Unity Day
activities.
On Sunday, October 13 at
3pm, please join us for “Christian Men and Women in
Black and White”. Mt. Olive
Missionary Baptist Church,
Largo, FL with the Reverend
Jerry Booker and his congre-

gation will be in charge. All
are invited to come out in
your black and white to join
in this spiritual celebration.
Sunday, October 27 during the 11:00 o’clock hour,
the culmination service will
take place. The speaker for
the occasion will be Minister
Michael Shorter, Jr., Associate Minister at Mount Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend Louis

Murphy, Pastor . This young
man will deliver a powerful
word from on high.
All members and ministries of the church will also
be recognized at this time.
Missionary Cynthia Jenkins is Chair and Sister Louella
Walker is Co-chair.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South.
Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr.,
is Pastor

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Appreciating Affirmation
Scripture - “The next day
John sees Jesus coming unto
him, and said, Behold the
Lamb of God (John 2:29).”
Denial – There is no lack
or limitation in my life.
Affirmation – When people see me, they see overflow, abundance and more
than enough. They see God
in, through and as me.
Once you feel validated
by God, people come into
your life to affirm who you
are. Different from validation
which determines who you
are; affirmation mirrors the
truth that you already know
about yourself. People will
see your divinity and feel
compelled to say something
to you about it. Like a magnet, being your authentic self
and living from your divine
nature draws people to you.
They feel the love, joy and

peace emanating from you
and join you in celebration.
John the Baptist affirmed
Jesus, the Wayshower. John
saw the light of God shining
through Jesus and made a
declaration
about
it
(Matthew 3:1-16). “Thy Kingdom come thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven
(Matthew 6:9).” This declaration was in total alignment
with the voice of validation
that came from heaven. What
God said in heaven matched
what John said on earth.
The more that you accept
your role as a Wayshower,
the more you experience
people affirming who you
are. Although you don’t need
people’s affirmation because
you have God’s validation,
it’s good to know that people
hear God’s voice when you
speak. It is encouraging to

know that others see God
through your actions and feel
the presence of God in your
aura. There is nothing more
powerful than the internal
presence and power of God
manifesting externally to the
point that people recognize it
and are inspired to be who
they are because of your example.
Reflection Question – Describe an experience where
you received positive affirmation when you were not looking for it. How did that make
you feel? Did you see it as
the other person seeing the
God in you? If not, why not?
Sharing Activity – Share
with someone else what you
are learning about yourself
and allow them to share what
he/she is thinking and feeling about himself/herself.
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Urban League honors county officials for economic development
GALA, from front page

Mistress of Ceremony
Erica Riggins, a Spectrum
Bay News 9 news anchor,
welcomed the hundreds of
participants, noting “we
are celebrating 42 years of
service and impact to the
community and honoring
some phenomenal individuals and corporations for
their outstanding achievements in community and
public investment.”
From its humble beginnings as a four-member,
one
program
operation in a shared office, the PCUL now has a
staff of more than 40 dedicated individuals and
more than 15 distinct programs serving youth, families and seniors.
They offer job training
and placement, weather-

ization and energy assistance, free medical screenings and health education
classes, GED adult education, financial empowerment workshops and
much more in Pinellas and
six other counties along
Florida’s Central West
Coast.
Riggins
introduced
Linda Marcelli, PCUL’s
board chair and managing
director of Lucky’s Real
Tomatoes, who thanked
those attending for helping
“advance its work for social
justice in our community.”
“Our gala also celebrates the rich history of
leadership in the AfricanAmerican community in
Pinellas County,” she said,
reminding those present
that the PCUL serves

more than 15,000 people
each year and “needs all
our assistance in supporting and advancing the
many programs that help
people improve their
lives.”
This year’s Equal Opportunity
Day
gala
launched under the theme
“Yet Still We R.I.S.E.”
(each, invest, serve and
empower). Mhariel Summers, a young advocate of
PCUL and its programs
and services, took the
theme and ran with it.
She brought the crowd
to their feet with a poetic
reflection on what it is to
be a young black person
rooted in the history of St.
Pete, and paid homage to
those great leaders she
stands on the shoulders of.

OPEN HOUSE
Showcasing Innovation in Early Childhood
at Shorecrest
Join us for a morning of hands-on STEAM learning
activities for toddlers through 4th graders.
I
I
I

Explore our classrooms
Engage with our experiential curriculum
Ignite your child’s love of learning!

Admissions information and campus tours available at the
event. Student-led tours every half hour.
For more info and to register visit

www.shorecrest.org/OpenHouse

isn’t just for the big kids!

S cience
T echnology
E ngineering
A rt
M ath

when
where

Saturday, October 19 | 9:30-11:30am
Shorecrest Preparatory School, 5101 1st St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL

